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-3t ABSTRACT -~

The current study tackles the two sermons of sayada. Zeinab, the first
happened when she repaired to Kufa in a caravan as slave in 61 Hijra and
encompassed by soldiers , pondered over the tears of the Kufa people ,
hearkening to their weeping, never got convinced with the hollow osten-
tation and conveyed her words to them all. Yet the second sermon takes
place in Levant, Yazid meeting, in the face of the dictator of the Uma-
yyad people with his entourage and other people from different religions
, Sayada. Zeinab summons herself with virtue to defeat proudly vice after
experiencing the deeds of Yazid . Though there is no parity between the
two poles, the two sermons float into surface with transparency ,elo-
guence and the religious and political gestures to refute the unjust under
sordid circumstances and most fatal dangers.

The study manifests the ways in which the language gests exploited in
these sermons in light of the speech acts theory invented by the philos-
opher Osteen (1960) and then developed at the hand of his student Sirel
(19698), such a theory is regarded as the most important one in pragmat-
ics . The research paper observes the impact of the speech acts and the
style on the sermons.

Structurally accounting, the study defines the theory ; concept and
parts, takes certain excerpts from the sermons to be explicated in terms
of the four speech acts components: locutionary act, illocutionary act,
and perlocutionary act, and elucidates the impact of the verb on creat-
ing the speech act along with the performance force running in line with
the category of the fifth speech acts :directives, assertives, declaratives,

expressives and comissives .
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-3t ABSTRACT i~

The actual study repairs to explicating the two sermons of Seida:
Zeinab Al-Kubra ( Peace be upon her) in Kufa and in Levant contemplating
the portrait of the other on its merits and demerits scale .In the section
one, does it tackles both the demerits as there is evident negativeness
and focus on these two sermons as there is revelation to the epoch with
its truth , humanity shades, doctrines and whatever does good to people
lingers on earth , in time the most sapient abode to utter the truth is the
abode of the prophetic progeny.

Yet the section two manipulates the merits of the other , as the
positivesness ,hyperberbele , stems from one source though there
are many a character and a scope , since the merit in the sermon is
inspiration , it is an answer of an infallible whose niche comes to the
fore in the revelation message , prophecy and imamate, that is why such
niches geminate the sermons and the Quranic presence takes so great a
tributary to them through two isles : direct quotation from the Glorious
Quran, as explicated in the study, and indirect quotation , the target of

the study.
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by the use of certain speech acts such as supplication, request, threaten-
ing, and complaining and pragma rhetorical strategies such as vocative,
parallelism, rhetorical question, antonymy, and repetition. Accordingly,
the first and second hypotheses are confirmed: 1. Issuing the act of curse
can be recognized by three stages: initiation, maintain , and termination,
2.Each stage in issuing curse can be employed by the use of speech act
sets and pragma- rhetorical strategies.

In her sermon, Al- Sayyeda Zeinab 2 utilizes the above mentioned
stages so as to issue the speech act of cursing:

1.The introduction stage is identified by the use of the speech act of
supplication and request along with such pragma- rhetorical strategies
as repetition, antonymy, vocative, and rhetorical question.

2. The operative stage is identified by the use of the speech acts of sup-
plication, threatening, and complaining along with the use of parallelism.

3. The conclusion stage is issued by the use of the speech act of curs-
ing as a head act with its semantic components along with the use of
rhetorical questions, parallelism, and semantic repetition.

The third hypothesis: The speech act of curse can have the following
contextual variables: sender, reason, receiver, date, and location is also
confirmed as the speech act of curse is identified by the above mentioned
contextual factors. Al- Sayyeda Zeinab &2 is the sender of the message,
the martyrdom of al- Imam ul- Hussein % is the reason behind delivering
her speech to Yazid who is the receiver of the message, Yazid’s Palace is

the place where al- Sayyeda Zeinab’s &2 delivers her speech.

1445A.H - 2024A.D
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9.4.1 Rhetorical Questions
Al- Sayyedda Zeinab (pMud! lgde) knows that Yazid’s days are very lim-
ited in number. Therefore, she says:

UGN S s 0338 Y] el BV T, o
"Your view shall be proven futile ,your days limited in number ,and
your wealth wasted on the upon the oppressors”.
9.4.2Parallelism

“UOILY a5 0338 Y] el B V] LT, Ja
"Your view shall be proven futile ,your days limited in number ,and

your wealth wasted on the upon the oppressors”.
JosS 0T il Jld g i J1s5algtdl U 5V s alandy LI3Y s ) b e b
} w
(;.dj&\t;“&jwjéj;.?)dlc:@w\w%j c%}\ég}q—égcg\ﬂ\ﬁ
LSS
"We plead to Allah to complete His rewards for them ,grant them an
increase ,and recompense us pleasingly ;He is the most Merciful ,the
most Compassionate .Allah suffice us ,and He is the best Guardian”.
9.4.3 Semantic Repetition

Al- Sayedda Zainab (el lede) pleas to Allah(Jady 4lww) using dif-
ferent words with the same content:
b JuSC ol bl Il s e Iy wlgdly b 5 g salandl W5Y ot sl b ek
} w

S M g bl L 53 335 o 5 ] B Lo i 5 311 b S 5 0 )

"We plead to Allah to complete His rewards for them ,graﬁt them an
increase ,and recompense us pleasingly ;He is the most Merciful ,the
most Compassionate .Allah suffice us ,and He is the best Guardian”.

10.Conclusions

It is concluded that the speech act of cursing is composed of three

stages: introduction, operative, and conclusion . Each stage is recognized

\
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your wealth wasted on the upon the oppressors .When the caller will
call curse of Allah on those who do wrong .All praise is due to Allah,
Lord of the Worlds ,Who sealed the life of our early ones with happi-
ness and forgiveness ,and that of our last ones with martyrdom and
mercy .We plead to Allah to complete His rewards for them ,grant them
an increase ,and recompense us pleasingly ;He is the most Merciful ,the
most Compassionate .Allah suffice us ,and He is the best Guardian.”
The conclusion stage is achieved by the use of the speech act of cursing
along with pragma -rhetorical strategies .Here ,there is the specification
of the punishment .Such a specification is achieved by the use of the
Head Act with some semantic components:

9.3.1 The Speech Act of Cursing

9.3.1.1 Cursing: ! ;AlUall Lo bl 2 1

”Curse of Allah in those meo do wrong.”

9.3.1.2 Negative evaluation or threatening:

UL daz s 238 Y] bl B Y] 2, Jag

"Your view shall be proven futile ,your days limited in number ,and
your wealth wasted on the upon the oppressors”.

9.3.1.3 Plea and Gratitude to Allah(Jig diloesw).

o JoSS of bl Sl g e I 33l U =Y 5 aslandly LI5Y o U At
(S Al e @ W 5 03335 0oy & BN Ll (et s ey 11 o S ss e Sl
”"We plead to Allah to complete His rewards for them ,grant them an
increase ,and recompense us pleasingly ;He is the most Merciful ,the
most Compassionate .Allah suffice us ,and He is the best Guardian”.
9.4. Pragma- Rhetorical Strategies

This stage is achieved by the use of such pragma- rhetorical strategies

as rhetorical questions, parallelism, and semantic repetition.

1445A.H - 2024A.D
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S oshalls (e O gl (S0
1 Lldall OUarl o sy sl il 5 o) L omeall S C St Y
”] see you trivial in my eye and find your verbal attacks great and |
regard your rebuke too much to bear ,but the eyes are tearful ,and the
chests are filled with depression .What is even stranger is that the hon-
ored Party of Allah is being killed by the Party of the’ Released ones’
-Party of Shaitan.”

She uses parallelism to emphasize the oddity of the situation .That
is to say ,how the honored party of Allah being killed by the devilish par-
ty IThis leads to great sorrow and depression.

Ay ek Y5 ‘53;1} Y 5 g Sl s clinn 2015 1S IS
(o le e a5 Y5 Bt 9,05
So scheme whatever you wish to scheme ,and carry out your/plots,
and intensify your efforts ,for ,by mention ,nor will you ever be able to
kill the revelation) that was revealed to us ,(nor will you ever exalt to our
position ,nor will your shame ever be washed away.”

She uses parallelism to intensify the idea that whatever schemas
or plans are done by Yezid to kill the revelation ,yet he will never ever
exalt the position of Muhammad'‘s household .She swears that they will
never be forgotten.

9.3 The Conclusion Stage

E;JQT:éau\g;:Lg(aﬁ!!::\;:Yldlx.?:jc.sl;legiLaLﬁjc.ﬁngldLﬁ)‘_}A} )

SIIRPYE S PERPRY RSN RPN [Pty PESSPIUR WV EY RA LI

335 Loy i) U Lo ety 3l b Cor i ol b JasS ol
.«J:S}J\@jihm;‘mj

"Your view shall be proven futile ,your days limited in number ,and
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against all those who oppressed us ,and let Your wrath descend upon
whoever shed our blood and killed our protectors!«
9.2.1.2 The Speech Act of Threatening
She threatens Yezid that he is going to bear out the burdens of all
what he has done to the progeny of the prophet Muhammad .Then ,she

emphasizes her idea with reference to a verse from the Glorious Quran.
Lt o il J gy o O35 ek VIS5 Yo 8 Y] Eug L bl 5
- s - -
cvw&\@éd«?-!&&jdﬁé%}&i&@.ﬁb‘f\;)5¢bbd@&a
-~ ¢ z £ . 2. 1 e bt PR 4 T }/
Lo T o Bl gl bl Jomn (31518 D00l 508 N o gy d b g ot o0
S (o o3 e L3 o s e Lo s (S bl L2 0 55 2 o)
() s e 7 K S z & w “

N Gl s U 2 oSGl 1V Gl lal) oy (6 Ol 6 5 o ey 2

"By Allah ,you have burnt only your own skin ,you have cut only your
own flesh ,and you shall come face to face with the Messenger of Allah,
peace of Allah be upon him and his progeny ,bearing the burdens of the
blood which you have shed ,the blood of his offspring ,and of his sanctitie
which you violated ,when Allah gathers them together and seeks equity
on their behalf” .and do not reckon those who are slain in the way of
Allah as dead .Nay !They are living with their Lord ,receiving their suste-
nance.

9.2.1.3 The Speech Act of Complaining

She complains to Allah when she says:

(J5all ade 5 Sl bl 116
To Allah is my complaint ,and upon Him do | rely«“

9.2.2 Pragma -Rhetorical Strateigies
9.2.2.1 Parallelism

Mthsey 5 nSals oy B ol 5 2505 Sauanal )
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be upon him and his progeny ,bearing the burdens of the blood which
you have shed ,the blood of his offspring ,and of his sanctitie which
you violated ,when Allah gathers them together and seeks equity on
their behalf” .and do not reckon those who are slain in the way of Al-
lah as dead .Nay !They are living with their Lord ,receiving their suste-
nancelt is quite sufficient that Allah is your Judge and Muhammad,
peace and blessings of Allah be upon him and his progeny ,is your op-
ponent ,and) Archangel (Gabriel as the supporter) of Muhammad .(
All those who instigated you to do what you did and all those who put
you in charge due to which you are playing havoc with the lives of the
Muslims will know for certain how evil the end of the oppressors is and
which of you shall have the worst place and will be the least protect-
ed .Although calamities have forced me to speak to you | see you trivial
in my eye and find your verbal attacks great and | regard your rebuke too
much to bear ,but the eyes are tearful ,and the chests are filled with de-
pression .What is even stranger is that the honored Party of Allah is being
killed by the Party of the’ Released ones- ‘Party of Shaitan .Such hands
are dripping with our blood ;such mouths are feeding on our flesh ,while
those sacred and pure corpses are offered as food to the wild beasts of
the desert and are dirtied by the brutes .If you regard us as your booty,
you shall soon ding us as your opponents- that will be when you find
nothing but what your hands had unjustly .To Allah is my complaint ,and
upon Him do | rely.”
9.2.1 Speech Acts
9.2.1.1 The Speech Act of Supplication

She invokes Allah to seek revenge against all those who oppressed
her and her family.
((thﬁJE.;jU;md@w:&;éﬁj{.ﬁj‘tﬁﬁj@lb‘@qﬁ&m»

» O Allah ,take what belongs to us out of his hands ,seek revenge

al-ameed book series(19th)
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"near” Near and distant ,lowly and honorable .“lowly or honorable”

(e e

She ,ironically ,asks Yezid whether his status is better than Muham-

mad and his household.

19 (sl S e Ly Ula il Lo Ly OD
”"\We are worthless in the sight of Allah and that you are respectful in
His eyes?”
9.2 The Operative Stage

B 5 Lelas i iy il oy bl 2 2 Ly 5 1l
uﬂvx&LM»\Jy)&w,dj@&wu}fvﬂ_swwuﬁuwﬁ
;.Lb V.@.Lw‘w\ca.é‘-w'wjmﬁde}wg,.(@,q\j‘mjsgusdw
r;)xwu\d,mym\wd\}uwmw\u..rés,u,uujcrw
Jéwwr-@“ﬁ“ﬁl’ Joms dlemas i Sl b es L 0854
b&"ﬂpﬁﬁ WJQ.O:‘KUQUM(%JWJ)%‘ 1) ool 5 e LS
Harily 336 Saanay  HEBE sl e 35 o d 1 Ciasl
JS CEAIB YT (655 sshalls (s 8 O sl 5 Nitling 5 Sl s «hny 6
e Al g1 edgs Lelallall Olartdl Oy ol il o 1) ol
L“;T)J.:\;J\Lﬁw%;\jp\ﬁ\}ﬁj\u;\w)‘u,;@g,i,ﬁ;\);‘m,cum
GEY o i (K e L R 0, Lot 1 BT o it 5 o
'JEA‘WJM‘&‘JP-meéﬁ)LU&j@L‘Ql

”0O Allah ,take what belongs to us out of his hands ,seek revenge

X

ANAY

against all those who oppressed us ,and let Your wrath descend upon
whoever shed our blood and killed our protectors !By Allah ,you have
burnt only your own skin ,you have cut only your own flesh ,and you

shall come face to face with the Messenger of Allah ,peace of Allah

1445A.H - 2024A.D
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"Do you ,Yezid ,think that- when you blocked all the avenues of the
earth and the horizons of the heavens before us ,so we were driven as
captives -that we are worthless in the sight of Allah and that you are re-
spectful in His eyes ?0r is it because you enjoy with Him a great status?
So ,you look down at us and become arrogant ,elated ,when you see the
world submissive to you and things are done and you want them ,and
when our authority and power became all yours?“

9.1.2.3 Vocative

She says ., ;; L to give a hint that Yezid is the only intended person in

her speech. Although she is alone, she can speak to Yezid face to face and

calls him by his name and by other names such as :«A.B.I.ﬁ)\ &\ L)

”0 son of the’ Released ones”

When she calls him skl -l she wants to rebuke him for his mean
behaviour towards Prophet's Muhammud’s #: household. She also
wants to remind him of the kindness of Prophet Muhammud:: towards
his predecessors as he sets them free at the time when they have to be
slaves. Besides, she wants to make clear how Yezid is far from the natural
disposition which stipulates that “is there any reward for good other than
good?!”

9.1.2.4 Full Repetition

Al-Sayyeda Zeinab employs the use of full repetition when she re-
peats the words Mg Mgo in order to emphasize the idea that Yezid is going
to be cursed sooner or later due to his dirty sin.

9.1.2.5 Antonymy

Al - Sayyeda Zeinab s2employs the use of antonyms so as to refer to
the painful state. She is alone, no one tries to help her even those who

are the nearest and those who are honorable.

iy 2l Glls dadls o 2D
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9.1.2.1 Intertextuality

Al-Sayyeda Zeinab(eMud! ledde) opens her speech with a verse from the
Glorious Quran so as to enrich her speech and to give a hint to Yezid
that he is going to be cursed twice; by Allah(Jla3g 4lxw) and by her(lgds
eddl) due to his dirty sin so to speak.

Fponne 1,38 3 gt 200 150 Tl Lsle 315;5 Bod sk SIS bl G
(Ve ps D6 0 5 5ed e 1508 5
True are the words of Allah Who says” ,Then the end of those who
committed evil was that they disbelieved in Allah’s signs and they were
ridiculing them(“Al-Room.)10:
Furthermore ,whenever she speaks ,she tries to enrich her speech by

a verse from the Glorious Quran.
- e 5w % A . <
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”"Do not regard those who disbelieved that we grant them good for
themselves ?We only give them a respite so that they may increase their
sins ,and for them there is a humiliating torment(“Al Imran)178:
9.1.2.2 Rhetorical Question
In order to let Yezid be involved in her conversation ,Al-Sayyeda Zein-
ab (Pl Lede) makes use of rhetorical questions. She let him  mentally
think that he is going to be punished by Allah (g 4l>xw) due to his
dirty sin.
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any of their protectors ?But what can be expected from one descended
from those whose mouths chewed the livers of the purified onesl and
whose flesh grows out of the blood of the martyrs ?How can it be expect-
ed that one who looks at us with grudge and animosity ,with hatred and
malice ,would not hates us -the Ahl al-Bayt ?Besides ,you ,without feel-
ing any guilt or weighing heavily what you say ,recite saying ,They would
have been very much delighted ,then they have said” ,May your hands,
O Yezid ,never be paralyzed .How dare you hit the lips of Abu’ Abdullah
)a ,(the master of the Youths of Paradise ?But why should you not do so,
since all mercy is removed from your heart ,having shed the blood of the
offspring of Muhammad ,peace and blessing of Allah be upon him and his
Progeny ,and the stars on earth from among the family of’ Abdul-Muttal-
ib ?Then you cite your mentors as if you speak to them .Soon shall you be
lodged with them ,and soon shall you wish you were paralyzed and mut-
ed and never said what you said nor did what you did)Web Resource .(4,

9.1.1Speech Acts

Al—Sayyeda Zeinab 2 opens her speech by the use of the speech acts
of supplication and request. She invokes Allah(Jliy 4lxs )when she
says “«aedll &y b el

All p;aise is due to Allah ,the Lord of the world

ezl dlly dguy e b 9.

“Allah’s blessings be upE)n His Messenger Muhammad and his entire
progeny”.

She then pleas to Him to peace be upon the Prophet Muhammad and
his household.

9.1.2Pragma- Rhetorical Strategies

In her introduction stage, Al-Sayyeda Zeinab &2 uses different pragma —
rhetorical strategies to refer to her eloquence and to pave the way for the

next stage which is the issuance of curse. These strategies are:
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”All praise is due to Allah ,the Lord of the Worlds ,Allah‘s blessings be
upon His Messenger Muhammad and his entire progeny .True are the
words of Allah Who says” ,Then the end of those who committed evil
was that they disbelieved in Allah’s signs and they were ridiculing them.
Do you ,Yezid ,think that- when you blocked all the avenues of the earth
and the horizons of the heavens before us,,so we were driven as captives-
that we are worthless in the sight of Allah and that you are respectful
in His eyes ?0r is it because you enjoy with Him a great status ?So ,you
look down at us and become arrogant ,elated ,when you see the world
submissive to you and things are done and you want them ,and when
our authority and power became all yours ?But wait !Have you forgotten
that Allah has said” ,Do not regard those who disbelieved that we grant
them good for themselves ?We only give them a respite so that they
may increase their sins ,and for them there is a humiliating torment .Is
it fair ,0 son of the’ Released ones ,‘that you keep your ladies and cond-
maidens in their chambers) under protection ,(and at the same time you
drive the daughters of the Messenger of Allah as captives with their veils
removed and faces exposed , taken by their enemies from one land to
another ,being viewed by those at watering places as well as those who
man your forts ,with their faces exposed to the looks of everyone- near
or distant ,lowly or honorable ,having none of their men with them nor
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8. The Contextual Factors of issuing Curse

In Al- Sayyeda Zeinab’s & sermon, the following contextual factors are
recognized:

1. The speaker: Al- Sayyeda Zeinab 2.

2. The reason behind issuing curse which is the homely crime commit-
ted against the progeny of Prophet Muhammed 3.

3. The addressee: Yezid bin Muawiya

4. Date: 61 of Hijra.

5. Location: Yezid’s palace.

9.Data Analysis

The represented data of the study is that of Al-Sayyeda Zeinab’ss

sermon delivered to Yezid in his palace.

9.1The Introduction Stage
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cal question, parallelism, and semantic repetition.
7. The Model of Analysis

The analysis of the chosen data is based on a developed model. This
model is based on Little’s(1993) classification of the pragmatic structure
of curse. He identifies three stages for the issuance of curse: introduction,
operative , and conclusion. Each stage is recognized by the use of certain
speech acts and pragma- rhetorical strategies. Pragmatically, language is
used to perform an act and to introduce different rhetorical strategies in
order to add flavor to our utterances. Therefore, the researchers employ
for each stage the use of different speech acts along with pragma rhetor-
ical devices. The use of the speech acts is based on Searle’s model (1979)
of micro speech acts. The mentioned pragma- rhetorical strategies are

taken in accordance with the data of the study.

‘ The Pragmatic Structure of Curse ‘

‘ Introduction | ) _
Sz Operative Stage Conclusion Stage J

\ J

Speech Pragma- Rhetorical Ve N N [ i
. Strategies Speech acts Pragma- Rhetorical The Speech Act of Sreome Eherical
Strategies Curse Staiegies
Supplication J intertextuality 1— — — % N\
' . | jeation | [ Parallel Head Act Rhetorical
Request Vocative — N Question
p - Threaten .
‘ Repetition | — Semantic -
( ) Components || Parallelism |4
y: 3 Complaining
| Antonyms | — e
") N
- ) - ~ Semantic
Rhetorical questions ‘* Repetition

The Developed Model for the Analysis of the Pragmatic Structure of

Curse in Al- Sayyeda Zeinab’s & Sermon to Yazid.
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6.2 The Operative Stage

This stage can be employed by the use of the following speech acts
with the following pragma- rhetorical strategies.

First: The Speech Acts

1. The Speech Act of Supplication: See P:7.

2. The Speech Act of Threatening

Threatening belongs to the commissives category in the which the
speaker attempts to make the world fit his words(Searle, 1979:34).

-Do your homework, otherwise you make me angry4.

3. The Speech Act of Complaining

According to Searle and Vanderveken (1985: 213), complaining can be
either assertive or expressive. A speaker can complain by asserting that
an action is bad or by expressing his discontent and annoyance.

-I'm so tired today5.

(1), (2), (3), (4) and (5)the examples are given by the researchers

Second: Pragma- Rhetorical Strategies

1. Parallelism

According to Quirk et al. (1985: 1427) parallelism is maintained when
neighbouring sentences share the same grammatical features of tense,
aspect, clause structure, or word order giving a strong impression of be-
ing connected.

De Beaugrande (1984: 170) defines parallelism as the reoccurrence of
the same grammatical structure in two or more sentences:

-He has plundered our seas, ravaged our coasts, and burnt our
towns( ibid.).

6.3 The Conclusion Stage

This stage is employed by the use of the speech act of cursing which is

defined previously along with some rhetorical strategies such as rhetori-
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-John, dinner is ready (ibid.).

5. Antonyms

Egan (1968:30) defines an antonym as: “ a word so opposed in mean-
ing to another word, it is equal in breadth or range of application, that it
negates or nullifies every single one of its implications.”

- “You can’t hide from anybody in prison . They soon know if you're
innocent or guilty (ibid.).

6. Repetition

Gray (1984:172) considers repetition as “a major part of the language
of literature both in verse and prose”. Repetition, according to the way it
occurs, is of three main types: semantic, formal, and full

6.1 Semantic Repetition

Repetition is defined as the recurrence of some unit of language .
However, it may not be a full repetition: the recurrence may be just in
content (i.e. in meaning) (ibid.).

-1 had never seen a murderer ...the decent symbol which indemnifies
the taker of life.

( De Beaugrande and Dressler, 1981:58)

6. 2 Formal Repetition

Formal repetition means the recurrence of form i.e. repeating some
unit of language — mostly a word — just in form, that is, with a different
meaning or referent (Hatim and Mason, 1990:199).

-Why does this little boy have to wriggle all the time? Other boys don’t
wriggle.

(Halliday and Hasan, 1976:282)

6. 3. Full Repetition

Full repetition occurs when words or larger linguistic units are re-
peated both in form and meaning. This is the commonest type of repeti-
tion(ibid.).
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1. The Speech Act of Supplication

According to Vanderveken (1990: 192), to supplicate is to beg very
humbly, usually from a superior or someone in power. We can, for in-
stance, supplicate a person in such a powerful role to spare the life of a
prisoner, or someone else threatened. Moreover, Sykes (2004:143) con-
siders supplication as a kind of prayer that is offered with pleading, by
someone who is lacking something, so that it might be obtained. For ex-
ample:

-Give ear to my prayer, O God; and hide not thyself from my supplica-
tion. Sykes (ibid.).

2. The Speech Act of Request

The speech act of request can be seen under the category of declara-
tives in which the illocutionary force consists in that the speaker intends
them to do some future action(Searle, 1979: 34).

-John, please, have mercy on usl.

Second: Pragma- Rhetorical Strategies

1. Intertextuality

It is shaping the text’s meaning by another text in order to influence
the reader and add depth to the text(Web Resourse,3).

-To buy or not to buy. It is no longer the question2.

2. Rhetorical Questions

Rhetorical questions are questions that have the force of strong asser-
tions. They can be understood as statements in which the wh-elements
are substituted by negative elements (Quirk et al. 1985: 825).

-Hold him in contempt?(Hein, 1991:9).

3. Vocative

Quirk et al. (1985: 773) define the vocative as “an optional element,
usually a noun phrase, denoting the one or more persons to whom the

sentence is addressed.”

al-ameed book series(19th)
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wishes which may be negative as in curse.

4. Felicity Conditions of the Speech Act of Curse:

Propositional content condition: Future event related to hearer.

Preparatory condition: (1) (Event) is not in (Hearer’s) interest.

(2) (Speaker) has a pact with the devil and is able to use his power.

Sincerity condition: (Speaker) sincerely wants to befall harm against
(hearer)

Essential condition: Count as declarations that event will happen to
hearer.

( Danet and Bogoch, 1992:12).

5. Structure of Curse

Little (1993: 116) identifies three stages of curse:

Introduction : It includes narrative events that lead to the offence.
It is regarded as T reason for the issuance of curse.

Operative Stage : The act of curse is pronounced against the address-
ee. The length of this stage depends on the authority of the speaker.

The Conclusion : This is the closing part where all the people present
in the setting or joining the event say “amen” or “so be it.”

6. Pragmatic Structure of Curse

In accordance with the data of this study, the above mentioned stages
(section5)will be adopted with reference to the different speech acts and
pragma- rhetorical strategies by which each stage is achieved .

6.1 The Introduction Stage

The doer of the act of cursing utilizes the use of different speech acts
and pragma- rhetorical strategies in order to emphasize the offence of
the one who is being cursed.

First: The Speech Acts

The introduction stage can be employed by the use of the following

speech acts:

1445A.H - 2024A.D
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(Danet and Bogoch, 1992:135).

In this study, it will be dealt with serious curse rather than ludic curse.
It is a religious kind of curse. It is uttered by Al- Sayyada Zeinab(pd! Leds)
who is spiritually more powerful than Yazid.

3. Curse as a Speech Act

Explicitly, Austin in his book How to Do Things with Words(1962) states
that curse is an act that is related to the family of complex speech acts
fallen under the category of behabitives. “Behabitives include the notion
of reaction to other people behaviour and fortunes and of attitudes and
expressions of attitudes to someone’s past conduct or imminent con-
duct”(Austin, 1962: 159).

Searle(1979), on the other hand, classifies the speech act of curse un-
der the category of expressives which is similar to Austin’s behabitives.
He defines expressives as “The function of this class is to express or make
known the speaker’s psychological attitudes towards a state of affairs
which the speech act presupposes. In expressive, there is no direction of
fit (the speaker does not get the world or words to match each other”(-
Searle, 1979:18).

Depending on both Austin(1962) and Searle(1979), Bach and Ha-
rinsh(1979:110) propose a classification of illocutionary acts: commu-
nicative and conventional illocutionary acts. The former refers to the fact
that the act succeeds by recognition and intention(promising, warning,
etc.) while the latter refers to the fact that the act succeeds by satisfying
a convention(marrying a couple or sentencing a person).

Within Bach and Harinsh model, the speech act of cursing falls under
the communicative category of “acknowledgment”. It captures the ex-
pressions of hope that something bad will happen to the hearer. More
specifically, they(ibid.:54) said:

Similar to congratulation and condolences are biddings or expressing
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2. Definitions and Types of Curse

Curse can be defined differently by different writers. It is an act of in-
vocation that can be uttered either by Allah( 9 4il>.w) to someone for
calling harm and punishment upon him/her or uttered by someone who
expresses a wish for misfortune to happen to someone else( Advanced
English Dictionary , 2001: 194).

According to Hassel (2005: 78-9) curse is defined as “the invocation
of harm on someone; or God’s enacted vengeance or punishment.”

On the other hand , curse can be defined as a wish of adversity made
by someone to befall harm or punishment to someone else(Web Re-
sourse,2).

Quiring (2014: 1) states that curse can be defined by referring to its
biblical use where it refers to either “an act of judgment by God or an
appeal to His avenging justice”.

It is worth mentioning that the Advanced English dictionary’s defini-
tion will be adopted by the researchers in the analysis of the chosen data.
Adopting such definition, the researchers take into consideration the fact
that curse can be uttered by both sides; Allah(Jl3y 4l>x.ww) to someone
and by someone to someone else.

Curse can be classified into two types: serious and ludic. The former
refers to those cases where the speaker believes in the power of his
words; that is, his words are taken for granted to cause harm when utter-
ing them. The latter, on the other hand, refers to those cases where the
speaker wishes harm due to his anger and frustration. Serious curse is
used in religion while ludic curse is used in nonreligious situations. Prag-
matically, the illocutionary force of serious curse is different from that
of ludic curse. In the former, the curser intends to befall harm against
another person; it is a directive act. In the latter, on the other hand, the

curser expresses his state of anger and frustration; it is an expressive act
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1.2 The Aims

This study aims at:

1. Identifying the pragmatic structure of curse, that is, the stages of
which curse is composed.

2. Finding out the pragmatic strategies employed in introduction
stage, operative stage, and conclusion stage of curse.

3. Identifying the contextual factors employed in issuing curse.

1.3 The Hypotheses

It is hypothesized that:

1. Issuing the act of curse can be recognized by three stages: introduc-
tion, operative, and conclusion.

2.Each stage in issuing curse can be employed by the use of speech act
sets and pragma- rhetorical strategies.

3. The speech act of curse can have the following contextual variables:
sender, reason, receiver, date, and location.

1.4 The procedure

In order to achieve the aims of the study and test its hypotheses, the
following steps will be adopted:

1. Explicating the speech act of curse pragmatically.

2. Analysing data delivered by Al-Sayyeda Zeinab(pMu! lgude) to Yezid
by developing a model.

1.5 The Limits

This study is limited to the investigation of the speech act of curse in
Al-Sayyeda Zeinab’s ( edll ledde) speech to Yezid bin Muawiya.

1.6 The Value

Hopefully, this study will be of some value to those who are interested
in the fields of pragmatics and contrastive linguistics as it tries to focus on

some pragmatic aspects of the speech act of curse.
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1. Introduction

Curse is an act of prayer to Allah (s s <) for harm or injury upon
someone. Etymologically, the word curse is an old English word. Its syn-
onymies are “imprecation”, “anathema”, “ban”, and “execration”(Web
Resource,1).

The act of curse can be seen as an inherent supernatural power that
has its own effects against someone. Cursing is mentioned in the Holy
Bible where God curses Cain: “You are cursed from the ground, which
has opened its mouth to receive your brother’s blood from your hand.
12 When you work the ground, it shall no longer yield to you its strength.
You shall be a fugitive and a wanderer on the earth”(Slick,2008:1). It is
also mentioned in the Glorious Quran where Allah(curses the unbeliev-

ers:
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“Those who conceal the clear (Signs) We have sent down, and the
Guidance, after We have made it clear for the people in the Book,-on them
shall be Allah’s curse, and the curse of those entitled to curse”(Al-Be-
gra:159)(Ali, 1988:44) .

Pragmatically, this study attempts to investigate the act of curse in
Al-Sayyeda Zeinab’s(pdud! lgde) sermon to find answers to the following
questions:

1. What is the pragmatic structure of curse?

2. What are the pragmatic strategies employed in introduction, oper-
ative, and conclusion stages of curse?

3. What are the contextual factors employed in issuing curse?
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R N Sieties

-3 Abstract s

Curse is an appeal to Allah, Most Praised and Most Glorified, asking
for His punishment against someone. The act of curse has been stud-
ied psychologically , sociologically, linguistically and even pragmatically,
but the major concern of such studies deals with curse from Allah, Most
Praised and Most Glorified , to people. Accordingly, this study attempts
to deal with the act of curse uttered by someone who suffers a lot from
someone else, her suffering leads her to express a wish that Yezid is to
incur misfortune as the sayyeda Zeinab curses him due to the harm that

he causes to her.
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